
 
 

LOCAL PLAN SUBCOMMITTEE 
 

1 September 2016 at 6.00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Present : Councillors Charles (Chairman), R Bower (Vice-Chairman), 
Ambler, Mrs Bence, Bicknell, Mrs Brown, Chapman, Cooper, 
Elkins and Mrs Hall.  

 
 
 
11. Chairmanship Change 
 

In welcoming Members and members of the public to the meeting, 
Councillor Charles confirmed that as Councillor Cooper had stepped down as 
Chairman of the Sub-Committee, in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 
23.5, he was replacing him as Chairman and that this change would be 
reported to the next Council meeting on 14 September 2016, as the 
Constitution required. 
 
12. Apology for Absence 
 
 An apology for absence had been received from Councillors Mrs  
Maconachie.  
 
13. Declarations of Interest 
 
 The Monitoring Officer has advised Members of interim arrangements 
to follow when making declarations of interest.  They have been advised that 
for the reasons explained below, they should make their declarations on the 
same basis as the former Code of Conduct using the descriptions of Personal 
and Prejudicial Interests. 
 
 Reasons 

• The Council has adopted the government’s example for a new local 
code of conduct, but new policies and procedures relating to the new 
local code are yet to be considered and adopted. 

• Members have not yet been trained on the provisions of the new local 
code of conduct. 

• The definition of Pecuniary Interests is narrower than the definition of 
Prejudicial Interests so, by declaring a matter as a Prejudicial Interest, 
that will cover the requirement to declare a Pecuniary Interest in the 
same matter. 
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 Councillor Bicknell declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 7 (Arun 
Local Plan – Evidence Base Update) as an employee of Southern Water 
Services and in the event that any discussion might take place with regard to 
strategic services water management.   
 
14. Minutes 
 
 The Minutes of the meeting held on 30 June 2016 were approved by 
the Sub-Committee as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.  
 
15. Local Plan – Timetable of Meetings 
 
 The Chairman suggested at the Sub-Committee agreed that it would 
be of benefit for Members and members of the public present to receive an 
update on the timetable of meetings to be held over the next few months and 
leading up to the Special Meeting of the Council on 14 December 2016 which 
would consider the main modifications to the Local Plan prior to public 
consultation and submission to the appointed Planning Inspector in early 
2017.  
 
 The Head of Planning Policy & Strategic Development confirmed the 
timetable of meetings/Member Briefings as set out below: 
 
 6 October 2016  Local Plan Briefing for Members 

19 October This Local Plan Briefing for Members would revert 
to a meeting of the Sub-Committee 

20 October This Local Plan Briefing for Members would now 
be cancelled 

16/17 November Local Plan Briefings for Members 
 5 December   Local Plan Sub-Committee 
 14 December  Special Meeting of the Council  
 

The Working party was advised that this was a very ambitious 
timetable and that if any changes needed to be made then this would be 
announced to Members as early as possible.  
 
16. Local Plan Strategic Site Assessment Options  
 
 The Sub-Committee received a report from the Interim Planning Policy 
and Conservation Team Leader which provided an update in relation to the 
Local Plan strategic site assessment process. 
 
 The Sub-Committee was advised that as they had previously been 
informed, the list of sites being assessed as part of the modifications to the 
Local Plan had been reported to previous meetings held in October 2015 and 
March 2016. 
 

Since the sites were initially identified, a significant amount of further 
work had been undertaken and evidence collated. Discussions with site 
promoters had also taken place and formal submissions received as part of 
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the Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) process. 
This had involved more detailed work assessing the sites, which had resulted 
in some modifications being made to the site boundaries and, therefore site 
capacities of potential sites. In addition, those areas considered unlikely to be 
‘deliverable’ had been removed. 
 

In summary, those areas in highlighted in green in Appendix 1 were 
additions to the sites when compared against the previously published plan 
and those areas in red were those areas removed.  The Sub-Committee was 
now being asked to note these amendments. 
 
 In discussing the report the point was made that it would have been 
useful if Members could have been supplied with a clearer strategic sites map 
along the lines of the map on display at the meeting (this was an A3 coloured 
copy of the map).  A request was made that for future reports this request be 
put into place. In response, the Head of Planning Policy & Strategic 
Development outlined that Members could have accessed a colour version of 
the map on line as a link had been provided in the background documents to 
the report.   
 

Clarification was sought on those areas considered unlikely to be 
‘deliverable’ which had been removed from the map as it was one Member’s 
understanding that some of the sites marked as red were currently being 
developed. It was explained that this was the case as such sites were a 
commitment now and not an allocation and so this was why such sites had 
been removed.  
 
 The Sub-Committee was reminded that the Site Assessment Options 
was work in progress, the table provided with the map outlined areas of sites 
being removed from the assessment process.  As work progressed Members 
would be provided with information explaining why sites had removed and 
added but this would only be provided towards the end of the process.  
 
 Following some further discussion, the Sub-Committee  
 
  RESOLVED 
 
  That the contents of the report be noted. 
 
17. Arun Local Plan – Evidence Base Update 
 
 The Sub-Committee received a report from the Interim Planning Policy 
and Conservation Team Leader which outlined the second set of evidence 
base studies that had now reached a stage where the Council was able to 
publish them.  A Briefing for Members had taken place on 11 August 2016 to 
present these in more detail.  Four studies had been published which had 
been listed as background papers to the report.  
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The Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) had been completed for stage 1 
and considered the potential growth scenarios.  This had involved 
consultation with service providers. The purpose of this study was to 
determine the capacity of the District to accommodate growth and what 
infrastructure was required to be provided alongside this growth. At this stage, 
the report was an assessment of existing infrastructure and a high level 
review of infrastructure requirements to help inform selection of sites for future 
testing. 
 

The next stage of this work would consider the sites in much more 
detail with infrastructure providers with the work informing the viability work 
that would go alongside this. This would be presented with the proposed 
modifications later this year. As highlighted within the report, this work was 
inter-dependent upon a number of other studies. 
 

The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment was an update of the previous 
2008 study and had updated the flood risk maps for the District taking account 
of new data including updated climate change modelling from the 
Environment Agency (EA). The study was in the first stage of the work 
required to support the Local Plan and had considered each of the sites 
relative to their flood risk from rivers, rifes and the coast as well as ground 
water.  The initial findings confirmed that more than 75% of the site area of 
the sites being considered were outside the extent from surface water 
flooding. The report did highlight that a small number of sites had greater than 
25% of their site area within flood zone 3b and that this number would rise as 
a result of climate change modelling.  
 

The level 2 work would involve a more focused look at the 
sites/locations being assessed through the sustainability appraisal detailing 
the pathways by which site/location could become flooded, including the 
source(s) and would provide detail of expected depth and velocity involved 
plus potential mitigation that could be appropriate. 
 

The Strategic Surface Water Management Study sought to identify 
strategic and site level solutions for managing surface water on those 
potential strategic sites which fall into the Aldingbourne, Barnham and Lidsey 
Rife catchment areas. 
 

The first and second stages of this work had been completed. The 
Stage 2 report provided recommendations for on-site surface water 
management principles for each site within the study scope. The study also 
identified two potential strategic off-site measures which would work to 
provide multifunctional surface water management schemes designed to 
capture run-off from a number of the sites. 
 

The Open Space Study, Playing Pitch Strategy and Indoor Sport & 
Leisure Facilities Strategies aimed to establish the quality, quantity and value 
of playing pitches, built sports facilities and open spaces to help develop a 
strategy which reflected local needs. At this stage, this was essentially an 
audit of facilities to be assessed against various growth scenarios. 
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Sport England had commented during the Arun Local Plan consultation 

process that the Council’s existing studies, both undertaken in 2009, were out 
of date and that there was an urgent need to update them. 
 

The next stage of work would include a set of standards to inform all 
planning applications. 
 

Various comments were made on the detailed update provided.  
Looking at the IDP, although it was accepted that the key elements of the 
scope were to provide the information necessary to bring forward the required 
infrastructure needed to support the Local Plan, discussion highlighted the 
need for transport, particularly A27 junction impacts; education and primary 
health provision to be provided within new development site areas.  Special 
mention was made of the inability of the NHS to deliver a decent service in the 
eastern part of the District (Littlehampton).  The areas highlighted were all 
infrastructure delivery problems that would need to be resolved.    
 

Councillor Mrs Brown outlined that one of the major problems in 
developing infrastructure was that it was so often delivered far after the 
completion of a development.  The District Council’s Network (DCN) was 
therefore working with the Government to overcome this so that it would 
become easier for communities to accept development if they could then see 
that infrastructure provision was immediately taking place.  Discussions to 
date were focusing on the development of a Planning Delivery Agreement to 
replace the Planning Performance Agreement.  This would be a binding 
agreement in that the delivery agreement would be in place beforehand and if 
this was then not met, then were would be serious consequences for the 
developer.  The Sub-Committee saw this as a positive way forward.  
 

Further discussion on the report welcomed the great deal of work that 
the Planning Policy Team had undertaken to progress the evidence base 
studies. A question was asked on the other key point of concern which was  
that of highways infrastructure and whether in view of the local knowledge 
held on roads and highways issues, were the Consultants taking on board the 
many comments made and were they undertaking any further work to get the 
process right.  The Head of Planning Policy & Strategic Development 
confirmed that such comments did get fed back to the consultants and that 
regular and technical discussions were taking place with West Sussex County 
Council (WSCC) and Highways England.  A further update on this issue would 
be reported back to Members at the Briefings to be held on 16 and 17 
November 2016.  
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 The Sub-Committee then  
 
  RESOLVED 
 

 That the update provided on the progress of evidence base 
studies commissioned to support the preparation of main 
modifications to the Arun Local Plan (2011-2031) Publication 
Version (October 2014) be noted. 

 
 
 
 

(The meeting concluded at 6.34 pm) 
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